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H 7 Welcome to the first 
Ed itorial issue of the new 
Corporate Watch Newsletter! This is 
currently a stopgap publication while the 
new website is being prepared - soon all the 
features and analysis you were used to 
finding in the magazine will be available on 
the web, along with fortnightly news updates, 
diary, contacts etc. etc... We will continue to 
publish the newsletter as a resource for those 
without web access, and as a means of 
promoting articles and research on the 
website. Paper versions of all website content 
will be available on request for a small fee. 

In this issue's main artide, (see centre 
pages) Laura Wilkes exposes how a new 
trade treaty - the General Agreement on 
Trade in Services (GATS) is set to devastate 
public service provision through forced 
liberalisation. Taking the GATS rules to their 
logical conclusion would see an end to free, 
uncommercialised health and education: in 
future we will be able to choose between an 
appendectomy provided by SmithKline 
Beecham and one supplied by Merck 
Sharpe and Dohme, while sending our kids 
to Virgin schools with science teachers 
sponsored by Shell and history lessons 
freshly sanitised by Disney. School 
lunches, of course, will be from McDonalds... 
okay, you get the picture. 

J oking aside, this is already happening. 
GATS shares its commercialising 
philosophy, which sees every human 
actrivity as a market opportunity, with the 


major corporations and other prophets of 
the current world order. The result is 
essentially anti-human - it ignores 
complex, messy human needs and 
measures society in financial terms. 
Human beings are increasingly valued only 
as consumers; those who cannot pay are 
not only excluded from essential goods and 
services but, by extension, dehumanised. 
What we are seeing is a shift in the model 
by which people are asked to define 
themselves. 

In twentieth century Western 
democracies, the model was one of 
citizenship - the true human being was a 
citizen and a voter: a class which exduded, 
for example, criminals, children, many 
members of poor and minority 
communities, and sometimes women, but 
which nevertheless acknowledged human 
needs and voted largely by ballot papers 
rather than wallets. The 'consumer' model 
is different: in it, people exist only through 
the 'ability to pay' - one dollar equals one 
vote, things which cannot be bought and 
sold do not exist, people with no dollars 
have no vote and, on some level, people 
without money cease to exist themselves. 

Stopping GATS will not replace this 
worldview - much wider work is required 
forthat- but allowing GATS to continue 
will erode still further the space in which 
we can be human, and will blight the lives 
of millions while accelerating environmental 
destruction. Only we can stop it. 


New Improved www.corporatewatch.org.uk ! 


(Bigger, Better, Faster etc,)... 
Beginning in March, the shrinkage of 
Corporate Watch's paper output will be more 
than made up for by our fine new website 
project, making the fruits of our labour 
accessible more quickly than ever before. 

www.corporatewatch.org.uk will 
include the following: 

* Database - Choose a company, 
industry, issue or country, and dick to viewits 
Corporate Watch profile. Another dick takes you 
tothe most important links to all relevant sites, 
including not only our and other groups' 
research, articles and criticism, but also, 
where relevant, the company or industry's 
responses and campaign information such 
as shareholders, connected companies, key 
decision-makers and lists of brands and 
products. 

* News - Updated fortnightly with the 
most important corporate and campaigns news, 
features and a full archive of past stories. 


e Search Facility - Look for info within 
Corporate Watch or in some or all similar 
sites such as essential.org, moles.org, 
transnationale.org... 


There will also be an e-mail news update 
service, factsheets and articles on the nature 
of corporations, a guide on how to research 
companies, and facilities for requesting information 
from Corporate Watch. 

On top of this, we are also beginninga 
collaborative project with US organization 
Corpwatch, (www.corpwatdi.org- no relation of 
ours but a great organisation nonetheless) 
which aims to allow easy access to the research 
done by both groups, and should alleviate the 
confusion between the two organizations. 

As always, we need your help to make 
our new site a success. Of course we need 
information and research and news, but we also 
need the site to be widely used and commented 
on, and we need people to know about it. 
Please spread the word and pay us a visit. 


Corporate Watch 16b Cherwell St. Oxford OX4 1BG Tel +44 (0)1865 791391 mail@corporatewatch.org www.corporatewatch.org 


CORPORATE EYE 


Vodafone in tumours lawsuit 


Verizon, a partially owned subsidiary of UK 
mobile giant Vodafone is reported to be 
among companies facing litigation in the 
US over allegations that mobile phones can 
cause brain tumours. Although the 
medical evidence is not yet conclusive 
either way, the Maryland-based law firm 
run by Peter Angelos, which recently 
helped cancer- suffering smokers to win 
$4.2bn in damages from tobacco 
companies, reportedly thinks that the 
mobile companies’ knowing of a potential 
health risk is sufficient grounds for the suit. 


BBC, 28/ 12/00 


Who pays your MEP? 


For those of you who weren't watching TV 
on 10th J anuary, those inventive and well- 
funded bods at the Mark Thomas Product 
have put the entire Register of MEPs' 
Interests on the web, breaking the law in 
the process. Make the project worthwhile 
by checking it out and giving your MEP hell 
over all those bungs... 


www.mepsinterests.com 


Novartis and Astra-Zeneca 
create agri-business giant 

Swiss biotech giant Novartis and the UK's 
Astra-Zeneca have de-merged their agri- 
business interests into a new company, 
Syngenta. The parent companies will 
concentrate on pharmaceuticals, while 
Syngenta takes over their agrochemicals 
and GM crops interests, including the 
‘Traitor’ technology - patents on genes 
which make a seed require input of a 
certain (branded) chemical to germinate or 
to grow properly. While Astra-Zeneca had 
previously promised not to develop the 
technology after objections from farmers 
groups and environmentalists, it is not 
known what Syngenta will do. 


Guardian 31/ 10/ 00 


Victory against Microsoft 


As well as continuing to fight the court 
order to break the company in two on anti- 
trust grounds, Microsoft may have to pay 
out nearly $ 100m to current and former 
employees in settlement of the so-called 
'permatemp' case. Thousands of 
temporary workers brought a class action 
against the company in 1992 after being 
denied benefits such as pensions and 
healthcare. The case appears to have forced 
the company to change its policy - since 
1997 some 3,000 permatemps have been 
-1 

21 


taken back on full contracts and the policy 
of hiring people for twelve months, then 
sacking them and getting them to re-apply 
for their jobs ( in order to avoid legal 
requirements to provide them with 
benefits) appears to have ended. Lawyers 
for the permatemps, David Stobaugh and 
Stephen Strong, said in a statement, ‘This 
case was brought to change the system at 
Microsoft and to obtain some compensation 
for this practice.. We believe this case has 
achieved its goals.' 

The company is also facing one of the 
largest discrimination suits in US history 
as a group of seven African- American 
current and former employees accuse the 
firm of racism and a ‘plantation mentality’ 
in the workplace. They are seeking $5bn 
damages for getting lower wages than 
white employees and being repeatedly 
passed over for promotion. Lawyers 
pointed to 1999 government statistics that 
showed only 2.6% of Microsoft's 21,429 
employees, and only 1.6% of the company's 
5,155 managers, were black. The suit is 
being brought simultaneously against the 
company and its head Bill Gates. 

On top of these staff disputes, Microsoft 
is also facing legal challenges in several US 
states by consumers claiming they have been 
overcharged for Windows. 


BBC, 12/12/00, 3/1/01 


Water Woes 


‘Water UR’, the representative for privatised 
water companies, is trying to get a new 
Government draft bill dropped. It says the 
bill, which would protect the UK’s wetlands 
from being over-drained, would result in 
water shortages and higher costs for 
consumers. They even had the gall to suggest 
that the government needs to consider the 
long-term future of water supplies - as if 
draining rivers and wetlands for current 
use is a sustainable strategy! The current 
system contains little incentive for companies 
to conserve water stocks or encourage 
customers to reduce consumption, and the 
privatised companies have come under fire 
for making excessive profits while allowing 
systems to deteriorate. See Corporate 
Watch 12 for more on privatised water. 


Financial Times, 8/ 1/01 


Oil boom 


In December the UK government approved 
four major new North Sea oil schemes 
which are predicted to boost production by 
millions of barrels a year. The £ 1bn worth 
of projects include a BP gas pipeline from 
the Shetland Isles to aid drilling in the 


Magnus oilfield, a new floating platform in 
the Leadon field and projects in the 
Foinaven and Kyle fields. 

These projects are not covered by the 
January 2000 ruling obtained by Greenpeace 
stating that further oil licensing is illegal 
until the UK government has developed 
regulations in tune with the EU Habitats 
Directive (mainly concerned with protecting 
whales and dolphins). The 19th round of 
licensing applications, which closes on 
February 27th, is covered by the ruling, but 
it is feared that a government fudge will 
put weak regulaitons in place in order to 
allow licensing to continue unhindered. 
This news comes amid reports of a 15-year 
high in oil companies’ profits, with returns 
of 36.4% in the UK North Sea sector, which 
is at the same time the lowest-taxed oilfield 
in the world (see ‘Fuel Facts’ CW 12, J ames 
Marriott and Greg Muttitt). Greenpeace 
estimates state that current fossil fuel 
reserves are four times larger than may 
actually be burned if climate change is to 
be kept at a manageable level, making 
further oil exploration counterproductive. 


BBC 18/12/00, Guardian 11/ 1/01 


Balfour Beatty in training 
Corporate manslaughter is good for 
business! Balfour Beatty - responsible for 
the state of the rail network at the time of 
the Hatfield crash - have been rewarded 
for their lax attitude towards safety by 
being handed a £125 million contract by 
Railtrack. This covers Wessex, Kent, 
Anglia and Great Eastern and appears 
intended to make up for the £60m in 
contracts they have lost since Hatfield. 
However, the HSE is still intent on 
prosecuting them under the manslaughter 
charge. 

Balfour Beatty obviously have no 
problem with their safety performance and 
actually boast about how safety conscious 
and responsible they are on their ‘Safety & 
Environment’ page on their new website, 
launched in November 2000. No mention 
of Hatfield, strangely enough. 

The firm has its fingers in all manner of 
pies in the UK (and overseas - e.g. the Ilisu 
Dam): hospitals, schools, roads, water, 
power; they are one of the companies 
taking most advantage of the Private 
Finance Initiative (PFI). 


BBC/ Guardian 22/1/01, 
www.balfourbeatty.com 


D.I.Y research guide 


- Become a corporate watcher! This new, 
updated version of our popular training 
guide on how to research companies 
breaks down the mystique surrounding 
research. It includes top tips on how to use 
the web, libraries, press searches, official 
sources, and overt and covert interview 
techniques. November 1999.. 12 pages. £1 
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‘Without the enormous pressure generated by the American financial services sector, particularly companies 
like American Express and Citicorp, there would have been no services agreement and therefore perhaps no 
Uruguay Round and no WTO.’ David Hartridge, Director, WTO Services Division. 


GATS 2000 - 


The end of democracy? 


Two years ago, activists thought they had killed the MAI - the corporate 
sponsored vampire of unfettered trade liberalisation had crumbled to dust 
when dragged into the light of day. However, a subtler, hungry successor - 
the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) is now creeping out from 
under the wings of the WTO. Laura Wilkes investigates... 


laire Short and Tony Blair’s new White 

Paper on Globalisation sets up a new 
spin in which neoliberal commercial 
colonialism has become the colonialism of 
concern. While they appear to acknowledge 
that 'the market fundamentalism of the 
1980s and early 1990s has been thoroughly 
discredited’, their not-so-radical view is 
that 'effective governments and efficient 
markets are essential if developing 
countries are to reap the benefits of 
globalisation." 

There is an agreement which sets a new 
standard for this form of ‘development’. It 
is the General Agreement on Trade in 
Services (GATS), currently being 
negotiated behind closed doors in a 
country near you. Its principle movers are 
the CEOs of transnational corporations, 
without whose ‘enormous pressure’ it 
would not have been conceived. In its 
essence, GATS is intended to enforce the 
speedy liberalisation of hitherto public 
domains. In its push to broaden the 
definition of a service, and to get rid of 
‘burdensome’ governmental regulations, it 
promises to cut down the remaining 
barriers between private finance and the 
public sector. It aims to engineer the 
global economy so that those who cannot 
pay are excluded from public services. 

Scaremongering? The provisions of 
GATS apply to not only such already 
partially globalised and generally private 
sectors as financial services and 
telecommunications, but also sectors 
which, in the UK at least, are at present 
seen essentially as public services, even 
where privatised: these sectors include 
power generation, water, public transport, 
and most worryingly, health and education. 
Although the definition of the services 
covered by the GATS excludes services 
provided under government authority and 


without a commercial purpose (Article I.3 
of the GATS), the indication is that this 
provision will be interpreted very strictly - 
for example it has been suggested that 
courses offered by public institutions which 
require the payment of fees fall within the 
category of ‘commercial activity’ and are 
therefore covered by the agreement.’ The 
World Development Movement suggests 
some possible consequences of this ban on 
discrimination: ‘a foreign commercial 
supplier intent on maximising profits must 
be treated the same as say, a domestic not- 
for-profit supplier commited to serving 
dispersed rural communities.” And 
‘governments cannot require foreign 
companies to hire or train local staff, 
involve local people in management or 
ownership, or transfer technology, unless 
specific exceptions have been made.” 
Under such a regime, non-profitable but 
socially essential services which are 
currently government funded or 
subsidised, from rural public transport to 
care for destitute elderly people, will be 
eroded and could ultimately be deemed 
surplus to requirements. 

The bones of GATS arguably date from 
1991, when the European Round Table of 
Industrialists (ERT) published their report 
outlining a global ‘framework for foreign 
direct investment.” A similar vision was 
apparent in the 1995 North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA), which has 
since succeeded in reversing progress in 
labour rights and equity in Mexico as well 
as damaging manufacturing jobs in the US 
and Canada. NAFTA was the first 
agreement to allow corporations to sue 
governments, a rule taken to new heights 
by the Multilateral Agreement on 
Investment (MAI), which took up the 
banner of ‘investor rights’ from NAFTA, 
defining ‘investors’ as ‘collectivist legal 


entities’ - corporations rather than 
individuals. Discredited, the MAI was 
dropped in 1998. But the democratic stake 
that pierced its heart was obviously not 
made of the right wood: the MAI vampire 
retreated into the darkness of the corporate 
underworld, and has returned in the shape 
of GATS. 

GATS relies on is the axiom of least 
public interference - it assumes that the 
economically most efficient method of 
service provision (itself defined in narrow 
neo-liberal terms) is also the 'best' by any 
other measure. This agenda is not 
confined to GATS: in the UK, there is 
strong evidence that the government is 
softening up public services for gradual 
privatisation. New Labour inherited the 
Private Finance Initiative from the 
Conservatives and has since developed its 
own ‘PFI Taskforce’, one aim of which is to 
sell PFI to the public as the only way 
forward. For example, in 1997 Alan 
Milburn (now Health Secretary) was 
quoted in the Guardian saying ‘Where 
there is a limited amount of public sector 
capital available, as there is, it’s PFI or 
bust [emphasis added]. Milburn also 
extended PFI to enable private 
consortiums to build 18 hospitals, which 
will be leased back to the NHS at an 
estimated cost of £18 billion. 

In their 1998 report on job creation the 
European Round Table of Industrialists 
warned that education ‘is entrusted to 
people who appear to have no dialogue 
with, nor understanding of, industry and 
the path of progress.” ‘The provision of 
education is a market opportunity and 
should be treated as such.' One can only 
hope none of the report's authors' former 
schoolteachers had to read this. Outside 
the ERT’s corporate wet dreams, Education 
International has noted that the creeping 
privatisation of education worldwide has 
led to increasing 'competition between 
educational establishments to seek new 
sources of finance' as government funding 
drops. As they cut costs and attempt to 
increase income ‘by all available means’, 
universities 'adopt the behaviour of 
commercial companies’, resulting in a 
culture of ‘conquest of foreign markets.” 
GATS looks set to make this the norm. 

The combination of haste, ambiguity 
and overriding prioritisation of the needs 
of business provide many reasons for 
concern over the effects that GATS may 
have on service sectors, not least health 
and education. The structural adjustment 
programmes (SAPs) forced on some 


‘The GATS is not just something that exists between Govemments. tis first and foremost an instrument for the benefit of business.’ 
Towards GATS 2000, European Commission website on services, http:;//gats-info.eu.int/gats-info/g2000.pl?NEWS-bb 
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‘The so-called free trade agreements...are designed to transfer decision making about people's lives and aspirations into the hands 
of privatetyranniesthat operate in secret and without public supervision or control. Not surprisingly,the public doesn't like them. 
"Noam Chomsky, Profit Over People: Neoliberalism and Global Order NY 1999 


indebted countries by the IMF as a pre- 
condition for soft loans provide an 
important set of case studies. Among the 
SAPs' most frequent demands are 
government cuts in spending and subsidy 
in health, education and food; devaluation 
of local currencies; ‘containment’ of wages; 
repeal of job protection laws; economic 
deregulation and removal of restrictions on 
foreign investors; in short, a removal of 
most of the means by which the Western 
hemisphere has ensured its economic 
supremacy. Similar conditions will be 
enforced under commitment to GATS. In 
his report on the effects of financial 
liberalisation on healthcare, Dr. K. 
Balasubramaniam notes that one effect of 
SAPs is that 'concepts of social justice and 
equity in healthcare services have almost 
disappeared’, ‘Public health budget is no 
longer seen as a productive investment for 
human development and economic growth, 
but as an unnecessary financial burden on 
governments which should be avoided.”” 

Dr. Balasubramanian points to the 
fallacious reasoning of globalisation's 
advocates, who base their arguments 
entirely on the concept of level playing 
fields', assuming the competition on equal 
terms of all nation states. As this is starkly 
untrue, market liberalisation programmes 
such as GATS ‘offer enormous benefits to 
major traders’, since they are able to 
‘dump’ services in developing countries: 
‘initially quoting very competitive prices 
which local firms cannot quote’ they ‘force 
domestic service providers out of business’. 

The beneficiaries of deregulation and 
the shift to commercial control are the 
transnational corporations who are 
enabled to buy into previously closed 
service markets, particularly the public 
sector: a big prize, for example it currently 
accounts for around 40% of GDP in the 
UK. To capture a share of this ‘market’, 
TNCs are mounting a concerted campaign 
to open up more provision to the private 
sector. In health care, industry lobbyists 
argue that ‘public ownership of health care 
has made it difficult for US private sector 
health care providers to market in foreign 
countries." Charlene Barshefsky, US chief 
trade delegate who chaired the Seattle 
round, similarly dribbles in anticipation, 
'commercial opportunities exist along the 
entire spectrum of health and social 
services.” Happily for the corporations, 
the US took the initiative' at the Uruguay 
Round 'to transpose the provisions of the 
GATT [the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade - forerunner of the WTO]’ from 
‘trade in commodities’ to ‘the area of 
services as a whole.'? 

Working in this international forum 


allowed provisions which would be 
unthinkable at national level, where policy 
making has to preserve a semblance of 
accountability. Education International, 
which was present at the negotiations in 
Seattle, commented 'the issue of GATS was 
not the subject of major disagreement 
between the government delegations.'^ In 
other words, TNC-friendly governments 
have tabled a few token objections and 
carried on with the meat of the 
negotiations, presumably planning to go 
back to their electorate and say 'our hands 
are tied - we have to privatise because 
we're signed up to this international 
agreement. 

The author knows of no provisions for 
the expression of civil society's position on 
GATS 2000. As with the MAI, negotiations 
proceed without public consultation, and 
the lengthy input of industry lobbyists is 
‘treated in strict confidence.'^ A 
characteristic of all multilateral trade 
agreements, this secrecy ‘very often results 
in the main players concerned, including 
entire populations, being faced with a fait 
accompli, in which they have had no say.'* 
In the absence of democratic exploration or 
discussion of alternatives, liberalisation is 
again presented as an inevitable corollary 
of globalisation, the path of progress. 

While it is still possible for 
governments to negotiate exemptions from 
specific GATS rules, the model of GATT 
suggests any exceptions from the rules will 
be merely tokens. For example, the 
‘General Exceptions Article (XX)” ‘allows 
members to break.. GATT rules.. to protect 
human, animal or plant life or health’ or 
for ‘the conservation of exhaustible natural 
resources.’ But dispute panels interpreting 
these rules do so very narrowly, to the 
extent that ‘every challenge brought 
against US environment laws so far has 
resulted in rulings that the law in question 
is not protected by Article XX.’ Corporate 
profit is more valuable than human life and 
health, and corporate law - the law of the 
bottom line - overrules democratic 
parliamentary law. 

The UK Government’s White Paper on 
Globalisation shows just how much Tony 
Blair has taught Claire Short about US-EU 
neoliberalism in so little time. But Short 
can say what she likes about the new ideals 
of globalising development; until the 
democracy-eroding tenents of corporate 
law are undermined, globalisation still 
means neoliberalism, which still means 
backstage negotiations such as GATS, kept 
out of the public view and in the grip of the 
transnationals whose interests they are 
designed to serve. 

There is only one way to stop this. 


Negotiations are going on now and 
governments have demonstrated their 
pussilanimity in the face of TNC pressure 
on any number of occasions, but they are 
still vulnerable to embarrassment. As with 
the MAI, GATS needs to be dragged into 
the sunlight of popular scrutiny, crippled 
by the garlic of protest and staked through 
the heart with a resounding democratic 
NO! 


Campaign contacts: 


* World Development Movement, 25 
Beehive Place, London SW9 7QR tel: 0207 
737 6251 is running a campaign, 'Stop the 
GATSastrophe!' 

www.wdm.org.uk/ campaign/ GATS.htm 


* Education International, 5 bd du Roi 
Albert IT, 1210 Brussels, Belgium, tel: +33 
2 224 0611) regular information on 
GATS2000 negotiations at http:/ / www.ei- 
ie.org 


* People and Planet, 51 Union Street, 
Oxford OX4 JJ P tel: 01865 245 78 
jess@peopleandplanet.org 
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CAMPAIGNS 


Global Women's Strike 2001 


8 March 2001- International Women's Day 
- Women are invited to Stop the World and 
Change it! by joining the second Global 
Women's Strike and stopping for the day, 
or for an hour - at home, at waged jobs, in 
your community, college and school - with 
your mothers, daughters, sisters, friends, 
partners... 

The Global Women's Strike - against no 
pay, low pay and overwork - is women's 
answer to the global market, where the 
production of things is prioritised over 
caring for people. The campaign wants to 
see a total change of social and economic 
priorities for women and therefore for 
men, and an end to the gross discrepancy 
between the $800bn a year spent on 
military budgets world-wide and the 
$80bn a year which would provide the 
essentials of life for all. Strike 2001 
demands include: payment for all caring 
work; pay equity globally; paid maternity 
leave and breastfeeding breaks; abolition of 
"Third World' debt; and protection and 
asylum from all violence and persecution. 
Men - don't feel excluded - contact 
Payday, the men's network organising 
support for the Strike. 


http:// womenstrike8m@server101.com, 
email womenstrike8m@server101.com; 
Tel: 020 7482 2496; Fax 020 7209 4761. 
International Wages for Housework 
Campaign, Crossroads Women's Centre, 
230A Kentish Town Road, London NW5 
2AB 


DETR Occupied 


In an effort to remind the government of 
why the last roads program got dropped, 
and protesting against the new one, 25 
activists shut down DETR headquarters on 
1st December, occupying the offices of 
Environment Minister Michael Meacher, 
and Transport Minister Gus MacDonald. 
Once inside they telephoned Blair, 
Prescott, the Whips office and many others 
on internal phone lists, saying, ‘Hello, 
we're occupying the DETR. Several years 
ago the SACTRA report, which was 
endorsed by Government, stated, more 
roads, more congestion, hence more CO2! 
The Government is planning 139 new 
roads, we just thought we'd say, we've 
noticed, and we haven't gone away!’ 

Outside, others raised banners and 
locked on to gates, while the building was 
evacuated. 

The proposed road schemes include the 
controversial Hastings bypass, set to cut 
through wetlands to the north of the town 
and, according to one estimate, actually 
likely to damage employment in this 
already depressed area. Other schemes 
=e 
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include bypasses, ‘relief roads’ (who’s 
relieved?) widening and extensions across 
the country. 


Rising Tide for Climate) ustice 
Following the high-profile actions during 
the COP 6 climate conference in The 
Hague last November (check out 

http:// climate.indymedia.org/ or send an 
SAE to PO Box 9656 London N4 4] Y for a 
round-up of what happened) campaigners 
are determined to take on the issues in the 
UK. A meeting in Manchester in J anuary 
sowed the seeds for future actions aimed at 
targetting specific climate-damaging 
activities such as the oil industry and air 
travel as well as raising public awareness of 
theissues. A group may also be going to 


COP 61/2 in Bonn in May, where the 
ministerial negotiations are likely to 
continue, no doubt hampered by arch- 
climate-sceptic George Bush's new US 
administration. Demonstrations against 
the US head-in-the-sand approach to 
climate chaos are continuing outside the 
US embassy (Grovesnor Square, London) 
every Saturday. 


Contact: info@risingtide.org.uk, PO Box 
9656 London N4 4J Y. There will shortly 
be anetwork point for UK climate 
campaigners - provisional email: 
weathersave@netscapeonline.co.uk 16b 
Cherwell St, Oxford OX4 1BG 
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Construction Safety Campaign 


With deaths on sites up dramatically in 
2000, construction workers are fighting 
back against lax enforcement and an 
industry culture which puts profits and 
deadlines ahead of workers' life and health. 
February 27th will see a day of action by 
the campaign aimed at halting the rise in 
site accidents. The campaign is calling for 
moves to put control of safety in the hands 
of the workers, with worker- and union- 
appointed safety reps having full access to 
sites and the right for workers to stop the 
job until an unsafe site is made secure. 
They are also calling for fairer employment 
practices and better support for accident 
victims and their families. 


The Health and Safety Executive admits 
that 70% of all accidents at work could 
have been prevented if employers had 
carried out their responsibilities, yet it 
brings prosecutions in only a tiny minority 
of cases. Only 2096 of serious accidents are 
even investigated. The HSE's own figures 
published a few years ago showed that, 
statistically, a person working in the 
construction industry for the majority of 
their working life would suffer a major 
accident from work. 


Construction Safety Campaign 
PO Box 23844 London SE15 3WR Tel. 
07747795954 


llisu Dam Campaign Update 


*... it does not take much intelligence to see 
Ilisu does not meet the guidelines for new 
dams.' - Kader Asmal, Chair of the World 
Commission on Dams 

Let's just hope Stephen Byers is 
listening... The Secretary of State for Trade 
and Industry is due to decide in the next 
couple of months whether or not to provide 
$200 million support to Balfour Beatty to 
build the Ilisu Dam in Southeast Turkey. If 
he gives the go-ahead, his decision will fly 
in the face of international standards on 
human rights, social and environmental 
impacts - including the new guidelines 
published in November 2000 by the World 
Commission on Dams (WCD). The WCD, 
comprising industrialists, activists, 
governments and financial institutions, 
spent the last two years producing the 
most comprehensive global assessment 
ever on the impacts of large dams. The 
report ends by recommending new 
guidelines for future dam-building - and 
the Ilisu Dam project would break each 
and every one of them. Campaigners point 
out that the dam would affect up to 78,000 
people - the majority of them Kurds - in 
an area where human rights abuses are 
widespread; ruin the rich archaeological 
heritage of the area; and threaten relations 
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: / neighbours, Syria and Iraq, raising the 


spectre of ‘water wars’. 

The Ilisu Dam Campaign is urging 
people to write to Stephen Byers, drawing 
his attention to the WCD guidelines and 
demanding he withdraw support for this 
disastrous project. 


The Right Hon. Stephen Byers 

Secretary of State for Trade and Industry 
Department of Trade and Industry, 

1 Victoria Street, London SW1H OET 


The Campaign will be planning actions and 
events in the run-up to the elections, to 
ensure that Ilisu remains New Labour's 
number one foreign policy nightmare. To 
find out more please contact: Ilisu Dam 
Campaign, Box 210, 266 Banbury Road, 
Oxford OX2 7DL; email: ilisu@gn.apc.org; 
web: www.ilisu.org.uk; tel: 01865 200550. 


People’s Caravan for Land and 
Food Without Poisons 


Across India, Bangladesh and the 
Philippines, the growing peasants 
movement took to the roads in 
November to call for a return 
to sustainable agriculture, 
local food security and an 
end to pesticide- and 
GM-peddling 
multinationals' control 
of agriculture. 

Organised by 
Pesticide Action 
Network Asia and the 
Pacific (PAN AD); the 
Tamil Nadu Women's 
Forum (TNWPF) Kilusang 
Magbubukid sa Pilipinas 
(KMP) (Peasant Movement of 
the Philippines); and other groups 
from Bangladesh, Indonesia, J apan and 
Korea, the People’s Caravan for Land and 
Food Without Poisons made a seventeen- 
day trek across India, Bangladesh and the 
Philippines. They held teach-ins, seed- and 
food-sharing events, public meetings and 
mass rallies at which farmers from across 
the region compared their experiences of 
globalised agribusiness and their 
experiments in creating sustainable, 
equitable systems without excessive 
chemical use. One such was Mr Namalvar, 
a farmer from Tamil Nadu in India ‘We 
have already done what has been said to be 
impossible, to grow food without poisons. 
We have moved away from hazardous 
pesticides and fertilisers and made use of 
available resources to grow our food. I am 
confident that the whole of Tamil Nadu can 
produce crops sustainably and profitably. 
Our aim is to make the villages pesticide 
free by the end of 2001.’ Other events 
included picketing of Monsanto’s offices in 
Manila and Mindanao. 

The caravan was organised in response 
to the WTO's program of trade and 
investment liberalisation which has opened 
the weak national economies of the South 
to global pressures and in the process 
deprived them of land, water and even 
threatened the survival of self-sufficient 
national agriculture. The so-called 'green 
revolution' duped farmers into abandoning 
traditional agriculture systems and 
indebting themselves in order to buy 'high 
yield' seeds and the accompanying 
agrochemicals. Yields rose for a time, but 
the chemicals are poisoning the land and 
the people who work on it, and the 
‘modern’ systems favour large farms over 
small, leading to concentration of 
ownership and reducing many small 
farmers to landless labourers. Add to this 
the new threat posed by GM crops, and it is 
dear that the farmers of the South are 
fighting for their very survival. 

However, Sarojeni Rengam, Executive 
Director of PAN AP - coordinators of the 
People's Caravan - says the People's 
Caravan is also about hope. ‘Farmers, 
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landless peasants and farm workers from 
different countries along with consumers 
and anti-pesticide and genetic engineering 
advocates will come together in solidarity 
to challenge the effects of 
globalisation on their lives,' 
< commented Rengam. ‘We 
; ^ will celebrate our local 
a V initiatives towards 
j more sustainable 
i y^ healthy agriculture 
M" that embrace our 
local/ traditional 
knowledge and 
L^ practices that can 
really feed our 
© people and free them 
da) from dependence on 
hazardous pesticides 
and other dangerous 
agricultural inputs and 
technologies.’ 
www.poptel.org.uk/ panap/ caravan/ htm 


Update... Cremate Monsanto is taking off 
again in India - watch this space... 


Victory for Simon Jones! 


On 19th December 2000 The Director of 
Public Prosecutions announced that 
Euromin and its general manager Richard 
Martell are to be prosecuted for the 
manslaughter of Simon J ones. In April 
1998, on his first day at work for Euromin, 
Simon was sent to work inside the hold of a 
ship, without training or protective 
clothing, and was dead within two hours, 
his headcrushed by a crane grab. 

A two year direct action campaign by 
Simon's friends and family, involving 
shutting down Euromin's dock, occupying 
the employment agency that sent Simon to 
work there, occupying the Department of 
Trade and Industry, shutting down 
Southwark Bridge outside the Health and 
Safety Executive, winning a judicial review 
challenging the Crown Prosecution 
Service's decision not to prosecute and, 
this September, picketing the CPS's 
headquarters in London over its failure to 
prosecute, was needed to bring this case to 
court. People like Simon die at work all 
the time - without the commitment of his 
friends, would his death have ever been 
punished? 


www.simonjones.org.uk 


Who benefits? 


Three Unison shop stewards working in 
the Housing Benefit department at 
Newham, who were suspended for 
whistleblowing in September last year have 
now been sacked. The three were 
suspended after contacting the press with 
suspicions that the private company 
running the department, Deloitte Touche 
subsidiary CSL, had ‘closed’ , i.e. discarded, 
around 6,000 unread benefit claims and 
appeals in order to improve its 


performance figures. They had also 
complained of ‘draconian’ working 
conditions, staff cuts severely damaging 
the speed of claim processing and 
unreasonable target-setting. There can be 
no doubt that CSl’s performance is 
atrocious. For example, DSS regulations 
state that HB claims should be processed 
in 14 days; in the year to April 2000, 
Newham’s next-door council Camden, 
which runs its HB in-house, managed an 
average of 20 days; CSL in Newham's 
average was a massive 169 days, or five- 
and-a-half months. Meanwhile, the cost of 
processing a claim rose by 22.5% in the 
first year of CSL's reign. CSL, obviously, 
want to cover this up, especially as they are 
expected to pursue privatisation contracts 
with other councils. This may explain why, 
despite a supportive walkout by 20 of their 
colleagues on 20th October, the three 
stewards were sacked in November and are 
now awaiting an industrial tribunal. 

They can be contacted at HBSupport 
PO Box1681, London, N8 7LE. Email: 
housingbenefit@hotmail.com CSL and 
their parent company Deloitte Touche have 
offices around the country and CSL 
currently has HB contracts in Southwark, 
Croydon and Sheffield as well as Newham 
- contact the above address for further 
details and support action ideas. 


Fourth Battle? 


Anyone who was involved in the campaign 
against the Newbury bypass will remember 
the revolting spectacle of local MP David 
Rendel smugly assuring protesters that the 
swathe of open countryside between the 
town and the new road would be preserved 
from infill development. Empty promises, 
it seems. Vodafone's new head office is 
already going up on greenfield land inside 
the bypass, and developers Sutton Estates 
are now pushing for planning permission 
for 750 houses on part of the Civil War 
battlefield. According to their glossy 
brochure, this will be a sustainable housing 
development which reduces reliance on the 
car. However, according to the very small 
print on the bottom of the plan in the same 
brochure, well over half the houses will 
have double garages.. you work it out. 


New from Corporate Watch - 


‘Control Freaks’ - a shocking expose on 
Cargill and ADM, two little-known 
companies which hold a virtual monopoly 
on the global grain trade and which are 
providing a major obstruction to a GM-free 
world by manipulating the supply of non- 
GM grain. £1inc. p&p 


* Back issues of Corporate Watch Magazine 
are still available: Issue 12 (Water, Oct 
2000) £3, Issue 11 (Climate Change, J uly 
2000) £2.50, Issue 10 (Planning and 
development, April 2000) £2.50, earlier 
issues £2, Issues 2 and 4 are now out of 
print. 
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GenetiX RoundUp™ 


ts been a disastrous few months for 

Aventis, French biotech transnational 
and UK public enemy No.1. The Star Link 
controversy that hit US headlines in 
September 2000 highlights the inevitable 
and unlabelled contamination of non-GM 
food. US coalition Genetically Engineered 
Food Alert (GEFA), announced that in tests 
it had found taco shells contaminated with 
genetically modified corn unapproved for 
human consumption. This corn, Aventis' 
'Star Link' contains the plant pesticide 
Bacillus thuringiensis, or Bt, and a protein 
called Cry9C, which may trigger allergic 
reactions in humans. In its desperation, 
Aventis tried to get the FDA to temporarily 
approve Star Link corn for human 
consumption to get it off the hook! After this 
discovery, some of the US's largest food 
manufacturers and processors were forced 
to withdraw products. 

In the UK the process of challenging 
the approval to the National Seed List of the 
first commercialised GM seeds (Aventis's 
Chardon LL) has been indefinitely postponed 
after it was discovered that French authorities 
had only tested the crop for one year rather 
than the two required under EU law. The 
hearing brought up issues including the 
failure to test the GM maize on cows, and 
'suspicious' higher death rates among GM- 
fed chickens during trials. Unsuprisingly, 
Aventis, only formed last December from 
the merger of life science giants Rhone- 
Poulenc and Hoecsht, is already spinning 
off the huge financial liability that is its 
agricultural division. 

Action-wise the focus has been GM 
ANIMAL FEED, as it becomes clear that this 
rather unsexy campaign is the way to win the 
first round of the biotech battle (see 
Corporate Watch briefings on the subject). 
Greenpeace led the way in exposing the 
production chain behind the import of GM 
animal feed. First, 60 oversized chickens 
targeted global grain trader, Cargill at the 
Liverpool docks. This was followed by a visit 
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to the turkey producers Bernard Matthews 
with 3 tonnes of GM-free animal feed 
which Bernard Matthews claimed was 
impossible to source. In December, 
oversized turkeys blocked an Asda depot to 
persuade them to 'stuff their GM turkeys' 
as well. 

With a contrition that is getting familiar, 
Monsanto CEO Henrik Verfaille presented 
Monsanto's new five point pledge, promoting 
themselves as ever so responsible in an 
attempt to forestall tightening of corporate 
liability legislation. The pledge includes a 
commitment to people's religious, cultural 
and ethical concerns, and promises not to 
sell grain until it has been approved for 
consumption (!) or to use genes taken from 
animal or human sources in agricultural 
products intended for food or feed. 

A final word from the Pope who, speaking 
on Nov. 12 to an estimated 50,000 farmers 
in an outdoor mass, told them to ‘resist the 
temptations of high productivity and profit 
that work to the detriment of the respect of 
nature.. when (farmers) forget this basic 
principle and become tyrants of the earth 
rather than its custodians ... sooner or later 
the earth rebels.’ Cheers John Paul - Are 
you listening Monsanto!! 


PLEASE NOTE: Corporate Watch briefing 
on Dalgety Agriculture. 

The Dalgety Group has now sold off its 
entire animal feed business mainly to 
Advanced British Nutrition (ABN), which 
trades as J Bibby Agriculture, a subsidiary 
of Associated British Foods PLC . This 
briefing is therefore out of date. 

Please focus your energies on persuading 
the major animal feed manufacturers 
(BOCM Pauls and ABN) the big international 
grain traders (Cargill and ADM) and, of 
course, the supermarkets, to go GM free. 
See our glossy new briefings on Cargill and 
ADM: These include an overview of the 
international trade in GMOs, called 
‘Control Freaks’. 
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Diary Jan -Apr 2001 


January 


Weds 24th - Sun 28th Blockades and days of action 
against World Economic Forum, including demo on 
the 27th. www.ecn.org/agp/indexl 

Thurs 25th - Tues 30th World Social Forum, Porto 
Alegre, Brazil. WSF is a new international arena for 
organising against neoliberal policies and for building 
economic alternatives that prioritise social justice. 
Takes place every year at same time as World 
Economic Forum in Switzerland. Info: 
Fsm2001@uol.com.br Choose between this and: 
Thurs 25th - Sun 28th ‘Public Eye in Davos’ 
Conference. Counter-summit to the World Economic 
Forum's annual knees-up of corporate bosses and 


heads of state in Switzerland. www.davos2001.ch 


February 


Mon 5th Second runway opens at Manchester Airport 
Mon 12th Blockade of Faslane Nuclear Base by 
Trident Ploughshares 7am - Big Blockade Action Line: 
0141 433 2859 
Sun 18th - Sat 24th Nonviolence and Social 
Empowerment conference, Orissa, India. 
Testing assumptions on nonviolent social 
empowerment; looking at ways people transform 
their experience into a source of motivation and 
power; and analysing nonviolent modes of organising. 
Participation is limited to secure an international 
discussion. Info: War Resisters International 
Nonviolence & Social Empowerment Project c/o 
Patchwork, Kaiserstrasse 24, D-26122 Oldenburg, 
Germany, tel: +49-441-17111, WRI-NVSE- 
Project@edu.oldenburg.de 
Tues 27th The Construction Safety Campaign day of 
action to coincide with a Health and Safety Crisis in 
Construction Conference at Queen Elizabeth 
Conference Centre. In the first six months of this year 
there have been twice as many construction workers 
killed than in the same period last year. London 
Hazards Centre 020-7794-5999 


construction.safetycampaign@talk21 


March 


Sat 3rd - Sun 4th People’s Global Action meeting, 
Milan, contact caravan99@list.free.de 

Thurs 8th International Women's Day and second 
Global Women's Strike, contact International Wages 
for Housework Campaign, Crossroads Women's 
Centre, 230A Kentish Town Road, London NW5 2AB 
020-7482 2496; 
http://womenstrike8mQserver101.com email 
womenstrike8mQserver101.com; 

Weds 14th International Day of Action Against Dams 
and for Rivers, Water & Life, organised by International 
Rivers Network, 1847 Berkeley Way, Berkeley, CA 
94703 USA, phone:510 848 1155 

email: dayofaction@irn.org, www.irn.org/dayofaction 
Weds 21st Day of Action on Climate Change, contact 


info@risingtide.org.uk PO Box 9656 London N4 4J Y 


April 

Sun 1st ( April Fools Day ) till May 1st (Mayday ) 
International Month of Pie-rect action against Capital 
and State - Dessert the State in the Lead up to 
Mayday www.dessertstorm.org 

Fri 20th - Sun 22nd Summit of the Americas, 
Quebec, 34 heads of state from North, South and 
Central America and the Caribbean (except Cuba, of 
course) meet to discuss regional issues and the 
proposed Free Trade Area of the Americas agreement 
(effectively an extension of NAFTA). 

Mass demonstrations are promised culminating in a 
mass day of action on April 20th. e-mail: clac@tao.ca 
www.quebec2001.net, phone: +1 514 526-8946, post: 
2035, St-Laurent Boulevard, 2nd floor Montreal, 
Quebec H2X 2T3 CANADA 
www.tradewatch.org/FTAA/ftaahome 

Fri 27th - Tues May 1st Peoples' Global Action 
international meeting in Cochabamba, Bolivia 
www.agp.org 
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